CALL TO PROHIBIT HIGH-CAPACITY MAGAZINES AND
RESTRICT ARMED INTIMIDATION THROUGH OPEN CARRY

Dear Washington State Legislators,

This past year illustrated that even during a pandemic Washington state is not
immune to the horrors of gun violence. Communities across Washington saw a
record number of shootings in 2020. The COVID-19 crisis exacerbated the risk of
every type of gun violence, leading to an increase in domestic violence, homicides,
mass shootings, community-based gun violence, and armed intimidation this past
year. Now more than ever, we must protect and build on the progress we have
already made in ensuring gun responsibility and start taking bold steps towards
police accountability.

It is imperative that during this Legislative Session our elected representatives
take action to reject armed intimidation and advance SB 5038, HB 1283, and

SB 5078. Just a few weeks ago, we saw the dangerous reality of open carry at
political rallies where those who wish to engage in public intimidation are able
to do so with indemnity. SB 5038, prohibiting the open carry of certain weapons
at public demonstrations and the state capitol, will greatly limit the risk of
political violence throughout our state. In addition, HB 1283 will make it easier
to prosecute those who use their firearms with the intent to intimidate. Large
capacity magazines make these, and all, shootings much more fatal. The greatest
predictor of a state’s mass shooting rate is whether or not it restricts access to
high-capacity magazines. SB 5078 will reduce lives lost to gun violence and limit
the scope of mass shootings by restricting access to large capacity magazines.
Lastly, the issues of gun violence and police violence cannot be separated. We
cannot end the gun violence epidemic without addressing police violence. There
are several important police accountability bills in front of legislators that would
ensure that our communities are safe from gun violence in all its forms.

We ask that Washington State Legislators pass these bills to ensure that our
communities can be further protected from the atrocities of gun violence. In
light of the hardships of COVID-19 pandemic, high-profile incidents of police
violence, and spiking political violence, action on gun violence prevention

has never been more urgent. Our elected officials must continue to fight for
commonsense gun violence prevention and police accountability policies until
all communities are safe.

Sincerely,
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