
As  the  landscape  sur rounding  gun  v io lence  prevent ion  cont inues  to  evo lve  i t  i s  c ruc ia l  that  we 
adapt  to  and  address  emerg ing  cha l lenges  and  t rends  such  as  COVID-19,  renewed ca l l s  fo r  equ i ty 
in  po l i t i ca l  advocacy  and  po l i cymak ing ,  and  a  content ious  po l i t i ca l  atmosphere.  The  A l l i ance  for 
Gun  Respons ib i l i ty  i s  charg ing  ahead  wi th  po l i cy  pr io r i t ies  that  focus  on  protect ing  what  we 
have  accompl i shed  whi le  suppor t ing  the  communi t ies  most  impacted  by  gun  v io lence.

P r o t e c t  P r o g r e s s  a n d  C o n t i n u e  M o m e n t u m :  The  f inanc ia l ,  soc ia l ,  and  po l i t i ca l  rea l i t ies  o f 
COVID-19  a re  such  that  protect ing  the  progress  we  have  a l ready  made  i s  c ruc ia l  to  the  fu ture 
o f  our  success  and  i s  our  cent ra l  focus  in  the  2021  leg i s lat ive  sess ion .  Now more  than  ever,  i t 
i s  essent ia l  that  we  cont inue  to  lead  the  count ry  by  s t rengthen ing  and  protect ing  our  e f fect ive 
gun  sa fety  laws .  Th i s  inc ludes  c los ing  loopho les  and  a l ign ing  v i c t im protect ion  processes  and 
cont inu ing  progress  on  the  f i rs t- in- the-nat ion  s tatewide  Of f i ce  o f  F i rearm S afety  and  V io lence 
Prevent ion  and  the  cent ra l i zat ion  o f  our  background check  system.

K e e p  C o m m u n i t i e s  S a f e :  Wash ington ’s  background check  system he lps  ensure  f i rearms  do  not 
make  i t  into  dangerous  hands .  However,  we  do  not  cur rent ly  address  access  to  the  h igh-capac i ty 
magaz ines  that  make  semi-automat i c  weapons  ext raord inar i ly  dead ly.  We shou ld  keep  our 
communi t ies  sa fe  by  tak ing  the  necessary  s teps  to  requ i re  background checks  on  a l l  magaz ine 
purchases  and  proh ib i t  magaz ines  that  can  car ry  more  than  10  rounds .

P r o t e c t  F r e e  S p e e c h  a n d  R e j e c t  F i r e a r m  I n t i m i d a t i o n :  The  open  car ry ing  o f  f i rearms  has 
no  p lace  in  any  po l i t i ca l ly  charged  or  content ious  env i ronment  and  produces  a  ch i l l ing  e f fect 
on  F i rs t  Amendment  r ights  to  f reedom of  speech .  The  presence  o f  f i rearms  dur ing  po l i t i ca l 
ra l l i es ,  demonst rat ions ,  p rotests ,  and  on  the  Cap i to l  Campus  on ly  serves  to  make  a  s i tuat ion 
more  dangerous  and  a  d i saster  more  l i ke ly.  We have  seen  the  devastat ing  consequences  in 
Kenosha ,  WI ,  O lympia ,  WA,  and ,  more  recent ly,  Wash ington  D.C .  Open  car ry  enab les  those  who 
wish  to  int imidate  others  in  a  pub l i c  space  to  do  so  wi th  re lat ive  impuni ty.  We must  reduce 
the  r i sk  that  po l i t i ca l  v io lence  by  f i rearm becomes  rea l i ty  here  in  Wash ington  S tate  by  p lac ing 
commonsense  l imi t s  on  the  open  car ry  o f  f i rearms .

A d d r e s s  I n e q u i t y  a n d  B i a s e d  P o l i c i n g :  Wa s h i n g t o n  h a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o n c e  a g a i n 
s e t  a n  e x a m p l e  f o r  t h e  re s t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  b y  p a s s i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  h o l d  p o l i c e  a n d  l a w 
e n f o rc e m e n t  a c c o u n t a b l e  a n d  a d d re s s  i n e q u i t y  i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  We  s h o u l d 
c o n f ro n t  e ve r y  c o m p o n e n t  o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  t h a t  h a s  a  d i s p ro p o r t i o n a t e  i m p a c t 
o n  b l a c k  a n d  b ro w n  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  f i re a r m s  i n t e r s e c t  w i t h  t h e 
c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m ’ s  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  h e re  i n  Wa s h i n g t o n  S t a t e .
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